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fore sent a telegram to Ameer All1. On this occasion, a few Muslims
thought of sending a telegram to Mr, Jinnah, and the Pathans even-
tually sent one. I do not blame Mr. Ally for what he did. Again, I
do not blame the Pathans for what they have done now. I have known
Mr. Ameer Ali. I asked for his help on behalf of the community and
it was given. I have also known Mr. Jinnah. I regard them both with
respect. I do not therefore write to complain but only to point to
these things as symptoms of our mental state.
The symptom is this: I occasionally observe some lack of trust
[in me] though I have worked hard to bring the two communities to-
gether. This is a sign of our weakness. It makes me unhappy, I
have heard some Muslim brethren say in arguments about the com-
promise, "Gandhi has totally ruined the Muslims and has been
doing so for the last fifteen years." It is most regrettable that any
Indian should utter these words. I am sure those who say this them-
selves know that I have never even dreamt of harming anyone.
The entire campaign was intended to preserve the status of the
well-to-do Indians. Muslims are better placed in South Africa and it
was chiefly a businessmen's campaign. Had it not been for the massive
effort of the Hamidia Islamic Society,, we would never have won. Also,
had not a large number of Muslims worked hard for it, there would
have been no victory. How can it be said then that I have brought
utter ruin on the Muslims?
I know that there are only a few persons who say these things. Most
of the Muslims realize that in South Africa Hindus and Muslims make
up a single [community] and ought to live together as one. If I have
done anyone harm, it must be to the community as a whole and not
to the Muslims alone. And I do not see that any harm has been
done. Yet people go on arguing. I therefore wish to warn my Muslim
' brethren against those who are out to set people at variance with each
other by saying these things; they ought to be treated as enemies of
the community, and no one should take any notice of what they say.
I would tell those who take pleasure in creating dissensions that
they bring ruin not only upon themselves, but on the whole community.
They must stop this. Let them give up considerations of mere self-
interest and turn their minds to doing good.
1 Syed Ameer Ali (1849-1928); Member, Judicial Committee of the Privy Council;
Judge of Calcutta High Court, 1890-1904; author of Mam and boob on Mahomedan
Law, etc. In July 1907, H.O. Ally wrote a letter to Ameer Ali, a member also of the
South Africa British Indian Committee, expressing his opposition to Gandhiji's continued
campaign against the Asiatic Registration Act, for, he said, that would ruin "thousands
of my co-religionists who are all traders while the Hindus are mostly hawkers". He
sought the intervention of the Committee against the satyagraha movement, Vide also
Vol. VII, pp.1234,